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BRAZIL (BRASIL) 

In 1494 the Treaty of Tordesillas set up a demarcation line between the territorial claims of Spanish and 
Portuguese colonization in the Atlantic, running about halfway between the new Spanish possessions in the 
Caribbean and the Portuguese Cape Verde islands. One effect of this treaty was that it allocated eastern Brazil 
(not discovered until 1500) to Portugal. By 1534 the colonization of the area had begun in earnest, with the king 
of Portugal dividing the land into twelve hereditary captaincies, later replaced by a single governor-general in 
1549. The natives were reduced through conquest or assimilation, and African slaves were imported to meet the 
demand for labor on sugar-producing plantations. By the 1770s, after some friction with other colonial powers 
(most notably Spain), Brazil had generally achieved its modern boundaries. 

When the French and Spanish occupied most of Portugal proper during the Napoleonic Wars, the 
Portuguese queen Maria I and the royal family fled to Brazil and established itself at Rio de Janeiro in 1808. In 
1815 her son, the regent Dom Joao declared Brazil a separate kingdom in personal union with Portugal, and 
became king on the death of his mother in 1816. When he returned to Portugal in 1811, his son Pedro remained 
in Brazil as regent. The attempt to reduce Brazil into a colonial dependency again resulted in determined 
opposition, and the regent Pedro cooperated with Brazil’s declaration of independence in September 1821. The 
next month Pedro was declared the first emperor of Brazil. Portugal recognized Brazil’s independence in 1825, 
and the situation remained unchanged by Pedro’s brief tenure as king of Portugal (as Pedro IV) in 1826. His 
autocratic tendencies (in spite of a constitution promulgated in 1824) and the loss of Uruguay eroded his 
popularity and led to his abdication in 1831, after which he returned to Portugal to restore his daughter Maria II 
on its throne. In Brazil he was inherited by his young son Pedro II, whose long reign witnessed the end of 
provincial disturbances and some military success against neighboring countries. The end of the reign was 
troubled by the controversy over ending slavery, with emancipation proclaimed in 1888. In 1889 the emperor 
was forced to abdicate by conservative military leaders and Brazil became a republic. 

The royal title was rei/rainha do Brasil (though usually integrated within the longer style of the Portuguese 
crown); the imperial title was imperador constitucional e defensor perpettw do Brasil. 

Kings and emperors of Brazil 

House of Braganfa (Portugal) 

1815 — 1816 Maria (I) ... daughter ofkingjose I of Portugal; Portugal 1777—1816 

1816—1822 Joao (VI) ... son of Maria by king Pedro III of Portugal; regent since 1815; deposed; 

Portugal 1816—1826 

1822—1831 Pedro I ... son of Joao; regent since 1821; emperor 1822; Portugal 1826; abdicated, died 1834 
1831 — 1889 Pedro II ... son of Pedro I; deposed, died 1891 

(republic 1889) 



